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Foreword

1 consider it an inestimable boon. blessing and an
act of tremendous spirttual ment that [ have been called
upon to write this foreword to this wonderful work on
Jamna philosophy which has been composed by His
Holiness Sri 1008 Sr1 Acharya Tulastramy swami the pre-
sent Patriarch of the Jain SwentambarTerapanth Commu-
mity It will be inexcusably presumptuous on my part
to speak of the encyclopaedic learning of His Holiness
and I am not competent to discharge this onerous res-
ponstbthty Iconsiderit a proud prnivilege that Provi-
dence vouchsafed me an opportunity to offer my ho-
mage to the samt in person twice in my lite. During
my second wvisif at Delhi where the Gury Maharajn
was engaged in preaching the secrets of Jaina religion
I was permitted to read the Jainasiddhantadlpika
with Swami Nathmaly, an erudite scholar and direct
disciple of the saint I was surprised to see that the
whole gamut of Jaina thought including metaphysics,
cosmography religion and _ethics was SO succi-
nctly and yet so lucidly expounded in this work as
was never essayed by any other scholar before With
the progressive growth of interest in Indian philoso-
phical thought and religion in the universities of India
students of plilosophy are eagerly looking forward
to the publication of new books and expositions of our
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nncient thought  The revival of inferest in Buddhism,
thousth now extinct as a social factor m the present
day India, 1s due o this renaissance. But Jamism though
happily a hwing religion still in India, did not receive the
allention that is entitled {o.

Fortunately the Jamma communify has been awaken-
ed {o the necessity and ulifily of the propagation of the
ancient treasures of thought wlich are embodied tn
the Apgamas and the systematic works and classics
writien by masters of Jama thought, The outcome of
this awakening has been the publication of a large
number of works. The ancient Agamas are written in
thhe old Ardhamagadin Prakrit which 1s as dead as
dodo, The Sanskrt commentarnies and tianslations
however make them ntelligible to the specialists  But
the works are of such an encyclopaedic character and
the philosophical thoughts embedded n them are so
submerged in the array of hisforical and legendary
matier that it is difficult fora modern student of the
unmversity to form an mtelligent estumate of them This
problem was reahsed n the past by the philosophers
of the Jama school and they wrote classical text-books
for thie benefit of the sjudents of pure phitlosophy.
But the sfyle and the methodology which were adop-
ted by these wiifers were adapted to the needs of the
age 1 which they flourished They were intended for
students who could devote undivided and unswerving
attention to the subject Pracncally speakig, these
wortks are found fo be extremely difficult, diffuse and
unwieldy by sclhiolars at the piesent day It is now
unperative that students of oui modein untversities
should have fust-hand knowledge of Jaina thought witli-
out wiieh the knowledge of Indian thought would
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remait 1mperfect, inadequate and vague., The f:ﬂd
superstition that Jarism formed a part of Buddlust religr-
on and thought has been fotunalely exploded, thanks {0
the works of scholars, European and Indian in the past,
But 1t must be confessed that even distinginshed
scholars versed in Buddlism and Brabmamcal culiure
sometimes betray a lamentable i1gnorance and con-
fusion of thought and are guilly of misrepresentation
of the fundamentals of Jatna plulosophy and relsgion,
Even students who study Indian philosophy 1n the
onginal fexts as part of their umiversity curriculum are
seldom found to gather the courage and enthusiasm
necessary for tachling the philosophical classies of
Jaintsm  The reason s the paucity of reliable tex{-books
of manageable size and length

When I was granted the privilege by His
Holiness to read the dJainasiddhantadipika in
manuscript with Swami Nathmalp, 1 was simply trans-
ported with 1oy to find that this was the book which
would remove the pamful desideratum 1 found that
many of my obscurities and puzzles were so lucidly clear-
ed up m tlus work Even years of devoted study of
the Jaina classics would not succeed in making some
of the fundamenfal problems perfectly intelligible to 2
modern mind, particularly if he has not guidance of the
teacher at every step But the study of this work as
a prehminary text-book would give the student a per-
fectly clear conception and thorough comprehension
of the basic problems I made an humble request that
the book should be published without loss of time
so that it could be made 1 text-book 1 the umver-
sities of Indfa. 1 can assure the authorities concerned
that the study of this singie book wij] enable a student



[ w ]

ol plulosopliy to acquire with comparative ease and
comfoit the knowledge of the fundamentals of Jaina tho-
ugehit and this knowledpe will be peifeclly dependable and
trrrers bigy

The calefonies of Jama plilosophy, both phys-
cal and spuitual, have seceived a {hoioupgh tieatment
m the hirst and  second chapfeis with all the re-
fevant problems The thad chapter 1s a confinuation
of the same with due claborafion The fouith chapfer
deals wilh the problem of Karman and 1ifs refation
to and nffuence upon the mdividual divas The
Jana theory of Karman s ex{iemely difficuff to under-
stand because of ils singulatly onigmal character which
has very lhitle i common with the relevant theortes
of the ofher Indian schools of thought, both n res-
pect of the fundamental character of KARMAN and
the technique of its operation and influence upon the
soul [, for my pait, am extremely indebted to this book
for the clarfication of my undersfanding and the re-
moval of confusion which [ could not oveicome by
my unaided study. The fifth chapter is extiemely
important. To my mund it 1s unparalleled for the flood
of hight 1t casts upon the problem of salvation which
consists 1n emancipation from the bondage of katmicveils
It mncidentally deals with the stages of sprritual pro-
gress, called gunasthanas, whiclhh agamn have received a
thorough treatment in the eighth chapter The whole
code of Jamna ethics recelves a thorough treatment
witlun an incredibly small compass. The sixth and
seventh chapters which deal with the Mabavratas
are remarkable for the exposition of the ethico-1eligrous
problem of acts of merit and demerit which 1s posse-
ssed of tremendous significance m & for the modeinsoci-
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al reformer and philanthropically inchined petsons The
eighth chapter deals with gurasthanas, a problem
which baffies even the most discerning and devofed stu-
dent A thorough knowledge of this fomic alone would re-
quire the study of voluminous original tex{s dealingy
with the Jamra theory of ICARMAN. Buf the problem
1s so very complicated and the tieatmen! of #in these
works 1s so very elaborate, diffuse and far-iluny that
there 1s every likelihood of the siudent nussing the
forest 1n the trees I, for my part, as an indifierent
student of Jaina thoughf, confess {hat [ could mnot
expect such a lucid and easily assimulable evposition
of this tangled problem by means of a few aphori-
sms and a shoit gloss. The ninth chapler deals with
PRAMANAS, NAYAS and NIKSEPAS wliuch are pecy-
harly characteristic of Jaina philosophical athifude The
problem of clear unmuddled thought 1s 10w
receiving aftention i Europe and it i1s bewmg styegs-
ed how wnportant 1s the role of language nt this matier
The logical assessment of the value of diffesent angles
of vision, mental attitudes and approaches mfluenced
by emotional colourings herited from the socal
eaviranment and communal breeding 15 a problem of
perennial nterest Ttis a matfer nf extreme gratification
and solace that tlus problem has been trested wilh a
thoroughness which 1s chaiacteristic of Jama thought
It may be clamed with every Jusbification that st 1g
an eatirely original contribution of Jan

na logicrans It
1s 2 puy that thas side of the problem of logical
thinking has 1ot been so thoroughly studied n any
other sclicol



[ v ]

One word about the Hindr tianslation It s an
exnpostory rendeang and wasts hght upon pomnts which
an unindiated student will find haid to comprehead .
The diction of {the rendering 1s such as can be mtelhigible
by am scholat of Sanskut with a nodding acquamtance
with Hudr  [His desnable that tins sllunnnating work
shiould hve an Buaghish 1endenng and exposition so that
it can have wide cnculation i Ewope and America
I have made good progress m this enferprise with the
celloboration of Dr Nathmal Tantiya M A, D. Lit,
whose scholarstup in the field of Jamalogy, Particulaily
Pinlosophy, rehgion and logie, s consuwmmate and
absolutely dependable

Dr Satkari Mookerjee, y x o

Asutosh Professor and Head of the

Department of Sanskrit
CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY
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